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 FORMCHECKBOX 
  The Department of General Services delegates to the Department of Education the authority to act as purchasing agency for the procurement of the service(s) listed below.

Please keep in mind that this delegation requires that you carry out this procurement according to requirements of Section 518 of the Commonwealth Procurement Code (62 Pa. C. S. 518) and to the policies and procedures outlined by DGS in the Field Procurement Handbook.

Service:  Educational Value-Added Assessment System (EVAAS®) Services and web-based reporting for the Pennsylvania Value-Added Assessment System fully based and developed from the EVAAS® methodology/calculations.  PVAAS provides Pennsylvania’s 500 school districts, Career and Technology Centers and Charter Schools with progress data to add to achievement data. Using a multivariate, longitudinal, mixed model approach based on the EVAAS methodology and calculations, PVAAS provides two types of information to educators: value-added data on cohorts of students and student level projection data. Although statistically robust, the PVAAS analyses are built upon the simple concept of following each student over time, thus utilizing all available scores from each student to lessen the measurement imprecision of a student’s single score.
Agency Summary:  The methodology/calculations (Educational Value-Added Assessment System, EVAAS®) applied to PVAAS reporting uses a sophisticated modeling approach that was developed by Dr. William Sanders and others at The University of Tennessee at Knoxville. Since 2000, the technology and methodology applied to PVAAS has been owned by SAS, Inc. and is proprietary.  A sole source letter from SAS, Inc. has been attached to these procurement documents. This letter indicates that SAS, Inc. is the sole source provider of EVAAS® services in the United States.
Procurement Summary:  APPROVED with the option for four (4) one (1) year renewals as long as SAS Institute, Inc. is the sole provider of this technolgy and service.  The data provided by this system is used as part of the federally approved Pennsylvania Accountability Workbook for schools to make AYP. This data is required for use on the pre-populated data worksheets that all schools in Pennsylvania receive as part of their school improvement planning process. This data is required to be included and analyzed in the Getting Results, Pennsylvania’s tool for school improvement planning. This plan is part of a school’s required for Title I funding in Pennsylvania.   
